
First Sunday of Advent 

01 December 2024 

Sentence 
Stand up and raise your heads; your redemption is drawing near. 
Luke 21.28 

Collect 
Eternal God, 
you have taught us that the night is far spent 
and the day is at hand: 
keep us awake and alert, 
watching for your kingdom, 
and make us strong in faith, 
so that when Christ comes in glory to judge the earth, 
we may go out joyfully to greet him; 
and, with all your saints, 
may worship you for ever; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

1st Reading 

Isaiah 40:27-31 
27 Why do you complain, Jacob? Why do you say, Israel, “My way 
is hidden from the LORD; my cause is disregarded by my God”? 
28 Do you not know? Have you not heard? The LORD is the 
everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not 
grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom. 
29 He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the 
weak. 
30 Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and 
fall; 
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31 but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They 
will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, 
they will walk and not be faint. 

Psalm 

Psalm 33:8-22 
8 Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all the people of the world 
revere him. 
9 For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood 
firm. 
10 The LORD foils the plans of the nations; he thwarts the 
purposes of the peoples. 
11 But the plans of the LORD stand firm forever, the purposes of 
his heart through all generations. 
12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people he 
chose for his inheritance. 
13 From heaven the LORD looks down and sees all mankind; 
14 from his dwelling place he watches all who live on earth— 
15 he who forms the hearts of all, who considers everything they 
do. 
16 No king is saved by the size of his army; no warrior escapes by 
his great strength. 
17 A horse is a vain hope for deliverance; despite all its great 
strength it cannot save. 
18 But the eyes of the LORD are on those who fear him, on those 
whose hope is in his unfailing love, 
19 to deliver them from death and keep them alive in famine. 
20 We wait in hope for the LORD; he is our help and our shield. 
21 In him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in his holy name. 
22 May your unfailing love be with us, LORD, even as we put our 
hope in you. 

2nd Reading 

2 Corinthians 4:13-18 
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13 It is written: “I believed; therefore I have spoken.” Since we 
have that same spirit of faith, we also believe and therefore speak, 
14 because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from 
the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you to 
himself. 
15 All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching 
more and more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the 
glory of God. 
16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are 
wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 
17 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an 
eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 
18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, 
since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 

Gospel 

Luke 2:25-38 

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was 
righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, 
and the Holy Spirit was on him. 
26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not 
die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 
27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the 
parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of 
the Law required, 
28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 
29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss 
your servant in peace. 
30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31 which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your 
people Israel.” 
33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about 
him. 
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34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This 
child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, 
and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 
35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a 
sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the 
tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her husband 
seven years after her marriage, 
37 and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left 
the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 
38 Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to 
God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to 
the redemption of Jerusalem.
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