Second Sunday in Lent

25 February 2024

Collect

God of all times and places,

in Jesus Christ, who was lifted up on the cross,

you opened for us the path to eternal life:

grant that we,

being born again of water and the Spirit,

may joyfully serve you in newness of life

and faithfully walk in your holy ways;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

1st Reading
Isaiah 61:1-3

1 The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD
has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent
me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the
captives and release from darkness for the prisoners,

2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor and the day of
vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn,

3 and provide for those who grieve in Zion— to bestow on them a
crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of
mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair.
They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the LORD
for the display of his splendor.

Psalm

Psalm 67:1-7

1 May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine
on us—
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2 so that your ways may be known on earth, your salvation among

all nations.

3 May the peoples praise you, God; may all the peoples praise you.
4 May the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you rule the peoples
with equity and guide the nations of the earth.

5 May the peoples praise you, God; may all the peoples praise you.
6 The land yields its harvest; God, our God, blesses us.

7 May God bless us still, so that all the ends of the earth will fear
him.

2nd Reading

Romans 10:8-15
8 But what does it say? “The word is near you; it is in your mouth
and in your heart,” that is, the message concerning faith that we
proclaim:
9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it
is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved.
11 As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will never be
put to shame.”
12 For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same
Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him,
13 for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in?
And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard?
And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?
15 And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is
written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”

Gospel
Matthew 5:1-11

1 Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside
and sat down. His disciples came to him,
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and he began to teach them.

2 He said:

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.

4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

5 Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for
they will be filled.

7 Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.

8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of
God.

10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and
falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.
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